
 

Noach 5778 - candle lighting 5:55 p.m.  
 
This week's Hilights is sponsored by Rabbi & Mrs. Yisroel & Rochel Goldbaum in honor of sons, Aron & 
Eliezer’s, wonderful Rebbeim & Teachers!  (Learn about Hilight sponsorship) 
  

  

 

Hillel Hilights 

 

 

 

This Week at Hillel Academy 

  

  

 

Our students got right back into the swing of things after Sukkos vacation.  The 5th grade girls 

were outside raising the flag early Monday morning! 

 



  

  

  

 

Mazal tov to the third grade boys on beginning Torah Sh’Bal Peh, as they began Masechta Berochos this 
week. 

 

 

  

 

The 5th grade boys rolled up their sleeves and had fun making a mess as they learned about different 
factors that cause erosion. 



 

 

  

 

This week in PE, Miss Goldbaum focused on team building activities with our students. The activities are 
geared to helping students develop a sense of trust and a level of reliance on their classmates. 

 

 

  

Second grade studied the various forms of matter - investigating the properties of liquids and solids.  
 

 

 

 

Ms Pillette's 6th grade language arts class worked on illustrations of OZ vs Kansas. It will be 
interesting to see their concepts of life in Kansas and life in the land of OZ! 

 

 



  

 

Many thanks to the Shraiber family for sponsoring Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan snacks. The girls were 
encouraged to make brachos in memory of Mr Schraiber's father, Yehuda Volf ben Yosef as they 
enjoyed their snack. Pictured is Shoham Shraiber's class enjoying their treats.  

 

 

Spotlight on our Teachers 
Rabbi Chaim Sher - 6th Grade Boys Kodesh 

 

Bruchim Haboim to our 6
th
 grade Beis Medrash, where Torah learning and living come alive. 

We have been very hard at work learning Masechta Bava Kama, perek Hakones! 
 
Our 6

th
 grade class takes part in the middle school Milim Program, and we have a weekly vocabulary 

test on 10 words.  This coming week we will have reached 50 words, which shows us how much we 
can remember when we try hard.  Boys who excel in this vocabulary program will be treated to two 
special all-day trips, one before midwinter break and the other at the end of the school year. 
 
We are learning, as well, a new topic called Biur Tefillah.  We learn the meaning and background to 
our davening.  We are currently learning about the nineteen brochos of Shemoneh Esrei. 
 
We also are joining the Moshlei HaLashon Program from the Chofetz Chaim Heritage Foundation.  
Two days a week we learn about the important mitzvos Bein Adom L’chaveiro - how to interact with 
our fellow classmates. 
 
We also have our יגעתי ומצאתי program in which the boys are challenged to memorize or know a 
piece of Gemara very thoroughly. They earn TORAH DOLLARS based on how well they reviewed 
the Gemara. Torah Dollars are given out on Rosh Chodesh. 
  
Each Friday we have a class Oneg Shabbos during which we sit in a circle, learn and sing special 
songs related to Shabbos, while feeling proud to be a Yid. 
  

 

  

 



 

  

SAVE THE DATE!! 
 

Hillel Academy PTA Chinese Auction 
 

Dec. 10, 2017 @ EDOS 

 

Preparations for the 2017 Hillel Academy PTA Chinese Auction are underway! Proceeds from this 
annual event go towards the tuition assistance program and other vital school projects, and the 
success of the auction depends on YOU!! There are many ways to help, either by volunteering or 
donating products or services, and all are appreciated!  
 
Opportunities to help include:  
•    Donating or sponsoring a prize 
•    Prize solicitation  
•    Flyer distribution 
•    Soliciting orders 
•    Decor 
•    Room set up 
•    Help at the event 
 
Of course, all donations are tax-deductible and volunteer hours may be used towards Give or 
Get. If you have a business, sponsoring a prize and having it advertised on our website and brochure 
is a great way to get the word out. Please be in touch with Mrs. Naami Zuckerman at 720-445-2360 
or nczuckerman@gmail.com if you would like to get involved. 

 
 

Do you have an occasion coming up such as a simcha, birthday, yahrzeit, etc.? 

Please commemorate the occasion by sponsoring an issue of Hillel Hilights. 

Please call: (303) 333-1511 or email: joconnor@haod.org 

1 sponsorship - $36, 3 sponsorships - $100 

All proceeds from sponsorships will be directed to the Principal’s Discretionary Fund, which 

funds small scale programs, initiatives and projects not covered by Hillel Academy’s regular 

budget. 

 

mailto:JOConnor@haod.org


 

 

 

 

Counselor's Corner 

 

A note to parents about anxiety: 

  

Anxiety is a subjective sense of worry, apprehension, and/or fear.  It is normal for everyone to feel 
fear, worry, and apprehension from time to time, but when these feelings prevent a person from 
doing what he/she wants and/or needs to do, anxiety becomes a disability. 
 
Here are a few tips for dealing with an anxious child: 

 Genuinely accept your child’s concerns. 

 Listen to your child’s perceptions and gently correct misinformation. 

 Patiently encourage your child to approach a feared situation one step at a time until it 
becomes familiar and manageable. 

 Role-play strategies-how to react in certain situations. – Explore both best case scenarios 
and worst case scenarios using realistic evidence. 

To be continued next week.  

 

 

 

D'var Torah  
 

Mitzvos may be categorized into two groups:  Those that pertain solely to our relationship with 

HaShem (Tefillin, Matzah, wool & linen, milk & meat, etc…) and those that also pertain to our fellow 

man (slander, theft, interest, honoring parents, etc…).  Most people feel more religious (frum) when 

engaged in mitzvos they assume HaShem is most interested in, such as Tefillah, and don’t get the 

same spiritual high when performing an interpersonal act such as tending to the needs of the elderly 

and infirm. 

  

In truth this attitude is a distortion of reality.  All mitzvos, even those that have the interpersonal 

aspect and govern our behavior between one another, also have an effect on our relationship with 

HaShem.  Moreover, our Chachomim teach us that HaShem actually desires our interpersonal 

mitzvos even more than He does those mitzvos that pertain only to Him.  This is because 

interpersonal mitzvos enhance our relationship with one anotherand our relationship with HaShem 

(aka BOGO), while those mitzvahs that relate only to HaShem lack this dual aspect. 



  

Understanding that HaShem desires our harmonious interactions with one another at least as much 

as He does our serving Him directly, and that conducting ourselves accordingly is of the highest 

importance to Him, will help us to understand a number of perplexing passages in the Torah, one of 

them being the Migdal Bavel incident recounted in this week’s Parsha. 

 

  

Rashi (11:9) relates a Midrash: “Which sins were worse, those of the generation of the Flood or those 

of the generation of the Dispersion? The generation of the Flood did not stretch forth their hands 

against HaShem, whereas the generation of the Dispersion did stretch forth their hands against 

HaShem, to wage war against Him. Nevertheless, the former were drowned, while the latter did not 

perish from the world. That is because the generation of the Flood were robbers and there was strife 

between them, and therefore they were destroyed. But the generation of the Dispersion behaved with 

love and friendship among themselves, as it is said (11:1): “one language and uniform words”. Thus 

you learn that discord is hateful, and that peace is great.” 

 

  

Now, if their unity would have led them to act appropriately, we would readily understand why they 

were spared, but in this case their unity led them to rebel against HaShem – what is so praiseworthy 

about that?  However, this question is invalid because it is founded on our distorted perception that 

peace and unity are only a means to an end and not an end unto themselves.  From HaShem’s point 

of view, love and friendship are a primary fulfillment of His purpose in Creation and accordingly 

overcame that generation’s very serious shortcomings in their relationship with Him. 

  
In this light, we can also understand why the Torah (1:26) writes in the plural: “Let us make man”. As 

Rashi (ad loc.) quotes from a Midrash: “Even though the angels did not assist Him in his creation and 

there is an opportunity for the heretics to rebel (and question HaShem’s monotheistic reality), the 

Torah did not hesitate to teach proper conduct and the trait of humility, that a great person should 

consult with and receive permission from a smaller one.”  Now why would a lesson in interpersonal 

relationships warrant providing heretics “an opportunity to rebel” if not for the fact that in HaShem’s 

reality harmonious human relationships are a prime purpose of Creation and an extremely important 

end unto themselves. 

  

This also explains why Avraham was able to suspend a prophetic experience and put HaShem on 

hold to tend to the needs of three passersby whom appeared to be nothing more than wandering 

Arabs.  Avraham’s perception of reality was in line with HaShem’s and he understood that 

interpersonal acts of kindness outweigh personal spiritual experiences in importance, and are the 

best way to connect with HaShem and help bring about His aspirations for His world. 

  

All mitzvos are important and, in the words of Rebbi (Avos 2:1), “Be as careful with a minor mitzvah 

as with a major one”.  Nevertheless, based on the above we must also avoid judging a mitzvah’s 

value by how religious it makes us feel.  We must put as much effort, fervor and study into the laws 

governing interpersonal mitzvahs as we do with those that pertain solely to HaShem.  Just as there 

are detailed laws that determine the validity of a pair of tzitzis and what we may and may not do on 

Shabbos, so too there is a corpus of law that we must study and adhere to that regulates our 

relationships with one another.  By so doing, may we merit that our families and communities bask in 

the abundance of love, friendship and peace that is so pleasing and desired by HaShem! 

Based on Rabbi Shlomo Volbe, zt”l, as related in L’sitcha Elyon 

  

Rabbi Yisroel Goldbaum 
 

 

 
 



From the Principal's Desk... 

 

Dear Parents, 

 
It was wonderful coming to school on Monday morning to greet the eager faces of Hillel students 
returning from Sukkos break.  The goal of each of our teachers is to capitalize on their students’ 
enthusiasm to achieve the learning goals they have planned for them in the coming months until 
Chanukah.  B”H, this week indicates that we are well on the way to achieving these goals. 
 
Upon returning to school, we conducted lice checks to ensure that a recent outbreak in one of our 
communities remains contained.  These checks will continue for the next few weeks until we are 
confident that they are no longer needed.  However, our checks do not absolve each family of their 
obligation to check their own children on a very regular basis and to report to Hillel if any nits or lice 
are discovered.  Working together we will be able to arrest this nuisance before it becomes a bigger 
problem. 
 
Those fathers who have had the opportunity to join us for minyan in the morning know just how nice 
our Shacharis is.  After davening the boys enjoy a good breakfast provided for them by Hillel.  Last 
year, these breakfasts were sponsored by weekly or monthly donations by parents and 
grandparents, etc… that offset the majority of the cost.  Usually, the donations were made L’Iluy 
Nishmas individuals or in honor of special occasions, and these were publicized by signs posted in 
the Beis Medrash and acknowledged in the weekly Hilights.  In a few days we will be emailing a 
signup sheet for this year’s breakfasts and we urge you to respond generously. 
 
Another new dedication opportunity is the Hillel Hilights.  Hillel Hilights is a vital source of information 
for our parent body and well read by them and by friends of Hillel Academy.  My wife and I are proud 
to dedicate this week’s edition in honor of our children’s Rebbeim and teachers.  I urge you to read 
about Hillel Hilights dedication opportunities in this week’s edition and to consider dedicating future 
issues.  Money raised will be directed to the Principal’s Discretionary Fund, which funds small 
scale programs, initiatives and projects not covered by Hillel Academy’s regular budget 
 
As you know, there is a noon dismissal today to allow our faculty the opportunity to meet together to 
grow professionally.  Amongst the topics that will be discussed will be the factors that affect student 
dignity.  I strongly believe that students who are treated with dignity learn to act with dignity both 
inwardly and outwardly, and that by focusing our attention on this subject we will be able to refine our 
interactions with students so that we are even better role models in this area.  In addition, we will be 
going over various school procedures to make sure that they are as efficient as possible, for the 
benefit of both students and teachers. I hope to report to you in more detail about our meeting in next 
week’s Hillel Hilights. 
 
Have a wonderful Shabbos and a Good Chodesh,   

                                                                                                                          

Rabbi Yisroel Goldbaum 
 

 

 
 
 
 



Hillel Updates 

 MAP testing  - October 23 through Nov. 10. Testing usually takes place during the afternoon. 
Please try to avoid scheduling any out of school appointments for your children during this 
time. Make sure your children get enough sleep and have a snack for the afternoon.  

 Friday, October 27 - 1:15 Friday dismissal time begins for grades K-8th. Preschool is 
still dismissed at 1 pm.  

 Sunday, November 5 - Time change - fall back one hour. Sunday classes for boys will be at 
the regular start time of 8:30 am.  

Thank you to the Shraiber family for sponsoring the Middle School Boys breakfast for the week of 
October 22-27.  
 

Mazel tov to Levi Fyzakov on putting on tefillin for the first time this Friday morning and to his 
parents, Rabbi Moshe and Leah Fyzakov. The family provided the boys with a delicious breakfast.  
 

Mazel tov to Rabbi Shraga and Tzipporah Freedman on the upcoming bar mitzvah of their son, 
Menachem and to grandparents, Rabbi & Mrs. Tzvi Mordechai Feldheim.  
  

We welcome Chana (PS) and Jacob (1) Close to Hillel Academy along with their parents, Joshua 
and Melissa Close. Plus we welcome back to Hillel, Atara Lustig (6), daughter of David and Noelle 
Lustig.  
  

Our condolences to Asaf Shraiber on the recent loss of his father.  
  

 

Community Events 

  

Sunday, October 22 - BNOS opening activity at Wagon Wheels Skating Center from 12:15-2:15.  
Lunch will be served.  For any questions or concerns, please contact Rochel Field at 303.623.0422 
 
Thursday, October 26th - THE GREAT BIG CHALLAH BAKE 2017: Jewish women from all corners 
of our community are invited to knead together, inspire one another, and celebrate the power of 
unity at this year’s Great Big Challah Bake! Participants will leave with two ready-to-bake loaves for 
their own Shabbos table. Doors open at 6:30 pm at BMH-BJ. Ticket prices go up on October 13th, so 
register early at challahbakeco.eventbrite.com.  
 

 

Shabbos Parshas Lech Lecha, October 27-28 - Jews from all over the world will celebrate one 
Shabbos together with The Shabbat Project.,This is a wonderful opportunity to invite your less-
affiliated Jewish friends to spend Shabbos together with you. On the east side, "The Great Big 
Shabbat Dinner" will be held at BMH-BJ on Friday evening beginning at 5:45 PM, featuring a talk by 
guest speaker Rav Gav Friedman and a children's program. "Light Up Your Week with Havdallah" 
will also be held at BMH-BJ on Saturday night at 7:15 PM. Reservations are required for the Shabbat 
Dinner. Sign up at TheJE.com/ShabbatProject 
  

Sunday, November 5 – Kehilas Bais Yisroel Hachnosas Sefer Torah - Get ready for an inspirational 
celebration as we welcome a new Sefer Torah on Sunday, November 5th! The festivities begin with a 
moving Torah Completion Ceremony followed by a lively procession through the streets with music, 
singing and dancing with the Sefer Torah to its new home, Kehilas Bais Yisroel, the MB Glassman 
Synagogue. Letter writing begins with Mincha at 2pm at the home of Larry and Cindy Halpern, 210 S. 
Oneida St. The procession begins from the Halpern residence at 3pm. This is an event you don’t 
want to miss! 

Be a part of the Mitzvah! Dedication opportunities are still available -
 www.baisyisroel.com/form/torah  

http://www.baisyisroel.com/form/torah

