Toldos 5778 - candle lighting 4:24 p.m.
This week's Hilights is sponsored by:




George & Hermine Blau
Rabbi Yitzchok and Mrs. Reva Wasserman and Rabbi Aharon Yisroel & Haddasah Wasserman on becoming
great- grandparents and grandparents and in honor of the parents, Ahuva & Yossi Efrati, on the birth of a
daughter.

Hillel Hilights

OUR CHINESE AUCTION SITE IS NOW LIVE!
SAVE THE DATE
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10TH AT EAST DENVER ORTHODOX SYNAGOGUE
(EDOS)
DOORS OPEN AT 5:30 PM
FRENCH PROVENCAL BUFFET DINNER AT 6:30 PM
LIVE AUCTION DRAWING AT 7:30 PM
DOOR PRIZES, AMAZING PRIZE PACKAGES
WATCH FOR THE CHINESE AUCTION BROCHURE IN THE MAIL OR

GO TO WWW.HILLELAUCTION.COM

Views from Hillel Academy
Rabbi Yissochor Dov Eichenstein, Rav of Mercaz Torah U’Tefilla of Baltimore, MD, visited Denver
last Shabbos as the guest speaker at Merkaz Torah v'Chesed's Shabbos of Chizuk. Rabbi
Eichenstein spoke to both our boys and girls middle school students. He encouraged them to step up
and give their most in all that they do - their davening, learning, middos. If they really want to do
something, they will be able to achieve it if they put true effort into it.

The 8th grade boys began their quest to triumph over the Kavod Senior Living Wii bowling
experts! In their first outing of the year, the boys tried their best but were up against an
accomplished team. Better luck next time, guys!

Our first graders experienced hands-on what it was like for Rochel Imeinu to carry buckets of
water to the camels of Eliezer. Not an easy task but it certainly exhibited her tremendous middos
- something we can all emulate!

The 5th grade girls celebrated the completion of parshas Shmos by using nosh to depict scenes
from the parsha. A delicious accomplishment!

When most parents come to PTA conferences, they hope to walk away with a wonderful report of
how their children are progressing in school. While hopefully that was true for all, there was also
something else that accompanied almost every parent home from the school building (unless
they ate their’s before!). That was an item or two or three from the eighth grade girls’ Bake Sale!!
The project began last Sunday, when the eighth grade girls gathered at Aish Denver, who very
graciously allowed our students to use their kitchen for the afternoon. With great thanks to Rabbi
Rotstein, who devotedly gave of his time to act as the mashgiach for the girls, the project was
under the Vaad Hakashrus of Denver.
The girls baked a large variety of cookies, muffins, rugelach, biscotti and more. A tremendous
amount of orders poured in and many people stopped by the Bake Sale table during the
conferences. Every last item was b”h completely sold out!!! In the days following the sale, we
have received many compliments about the beautiful presentation and delicious tasting goods!
Everyone is asking when the next sale will be!
Much thanks to Rabbi Goldbaum, Mrs. Calm, Rabbi and Mrs. Rotstein, Mrs. Fleisher, Mrs.
Baxman, Mrs. Berkowitz, Mrs. Krausz, Mrs. Gertz and all the parents who shopped for
ingredients and were a tremendous help to the project!

This week's letter in Preschool is Daled. Daled is for Dov, the bear! Maybe he told the children
that he really likes to eat Davash (honey).

Girls and Ladies Swim at Lakewood Links!
Lakewood Links has recently been renovated and we are excited to offer a Girls and Ladies
Swim night on Sunday, November 26th, from 4:45-5:45 pm. The cost is $5/child or $15 family
max. There will only be 4 swim dates this year so make sure to take advantage of this special
opportunity.

As per Lakewood Links safety policy, 1 parent for every 3 children under the age of 6 must be IN
THE WATER with the children! You can also designate an older sister (12 years or older) to
WATCH the little ones IN the pool.
Lakewood Links - 1295 S. Reed St, Lakewood, CO

Spotlight on our Teachers
Mrs. Yocheved Lebovits - 6th Grade Girls Kodesh
th

Wow, 6 grade is on the ball! There is energy, excitement and a drive to learn. The girls are a
lively, enthusiastic group and I look forward to coming to school each day!
We start our day with Davening and Beiur Tefilla - we are focusing on an in-depth study of
Shema and Shemoneh Esrei. Mrs. Halpern then teaches Chumash Shemos. We regroup for
Navi, in which we are learning Sefer Shmuel Alef. This sefer covers the fascinating story of
Shmuel Hanavi, Shaul HaMelech and the rise of Dovid HaMelech. Each perek opens up new and
fundamental topics in Yiddishkeit. After recess we learn a variety of subjects. In Halacha, we
focus on Hilchos Shabbos. The girls are putting together beautiful scrapbooks of the Lamed Tes
Melachos – it is worth coming in to take a look at their
creative work! In Ivris we are continuing in the Safah Neimah program for Kitah Vav and
supplementing with stories in Hebrew so the girls can increase understanding of the Hebrew
language. We also learn the Parshas HaShavua each week, with a focus on the girls learning
how and where to look things up in the Chumash and being able to pull out main ideas from a
Posuk or Rashi. We are steadily working our way through our Yedios Klalios program; the girls
are gaining so much knowledge! This program highlights people and topics in Chumash and the
Jewish calendar. The students receive color-coded cards with information that they cut and place
on rings. They are responsible to study the cards and review the material. All cards are
cumulative for the next two years of middle school.
Our brand-new Midos Program this year focuses on the Midah of Simcha. What a topic!! We
discuss practical ways, examples and skills used to cultivate this important Midah, and get
together with the rest of the Middle School for hands-on, exciting activities. In addition to all of
these subjects, the girls are also busy with PE, Yedidos, and Rosh Chodesh activities which lend
to much movement and fun!

Counselor's Corner

Did you know…
that you shouldn’t try to avoid bouts of separation anxiety by sneaking away when your child isn’t
looking? This may be tempting, given his/her reaction to separation from you, but experts agree
that this practice is likely to produce even more anxiety.
Instead, say a loving but quick good-bye, even if your child cries and screams. His/her crying will
usually subside within a few minutes. By establishing a consistent pattern of attentive goodbyes and happy reunions, you can build your child’s confidence in you and your relationship.

From the Principal's Desk...

Dear Parents,
With Rosh Chodesh Kislev upon us we can look back at the 5 weeks since Sukkos with
satisfaction. B”H, there has been a lot of academic progress so far this year. This comes along
with a renewed sense of stability as our new teachers and assistants have acclimated to Hillel
Academy. Looking ahead, Kislev brings with it Chanukah and its related excitement as we finish
Term I and begin Term II.
This past Tuesday evening’s Parent-Teacher Conferences brought out many parents, who spent
the evening meeting with teachers to gain a deeper understanding of their children’s school
performance, share insights about their children with teachers, and learn how they can better
support their children in school. Education is a partnership between school and home, and
conferences give us the opportunity to strengthen that partnership. I look forward to seeing the
balance of our parents in Hillel on Monday evening at the second round of conferences.
B”H, our dismissal procedures have been refined over the last few months so that on most days,
even on Fridays, the entire school is dismisses in about 10 minutes. Here are a few more
pointers to ensure a smooth running dismissal:
 Please seatbelt your children in the car as fast as possible and pull away so that your
spot opens up quickly and the line keeps moving.
 Please do not ooh and aah over your child’s projects or begin to debrief them on the
day’s events while the line behind you gets longer and longer.
 Please be aware that I will not call your children down past the carwash driveway; if you
are on the corner of Holly & Leetsdale, it is best that you drive up the hill and try to find
an open spot.
 Please try to get my attention as you drive by so that I can call your kids when I see that
you have found a spot.
 If there are no open spots, please circle around the block slowly and try again.
Finally, if you cannot get to Hillel on time or, best, a few minutes early, especially on days like
Fridays when the whole school is dismissed at the same time, please consider coming a few
minutes later (1:22 or 3:38) after most of the cars have already left as it will be much easier for
you to find a spot then and you won’t be forced to circle aimlessly around the block. As always,
our main concern is for the safety of our students; students are never allowed to cross the street
(even when accompanied by parents), walk between cars or enter cars that are not parked
against the sidewalk. Adhering to these guidelines will keep all 270 of our children safe at
dismissal time.
On the subject of a safety, Hillel Academy held a fire drill this week and will continue to hold fire
drills and lockdowns on a regular basis. Although we cannot plan for every eventuality, the better
prepared we are, the more likely we are to avoid confusion and disorder in the case of a real life
emergency, c”v. May HaShem protect us from all such situations.
Have a wonderful Shabbos and a Gutten Chodesh,
Rabbi Y. Goldbaum

D'var Torah - Toldos

This week’s Parsha discusses the events that eventually led to Yaakov, not Eisav, receiving
Yitzchak’s special brachos. The Torah begins its discussion with the observation that Yitzchak
grew blind as he aged. This fact seems integral to the unfolding of subsequent events. Because
Yitzchak could not see he ended up blessing Yaakov instead of Eisav.
However, Rashi adds a layer of complexity to Yitzchak’s blindness by quoting the words of the

Midrash: “When Yitzchak was bound on the altar and his father was about to slaughter him the
heavens opened and the ministering angels saw and wept, and their tears fell upon Yitzchak’s
eyes. As a result, his eyes became dim.” What is the meaning of this Midrash and what type of
blindness can be caused by the tears of angels?
Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler, zt”l, explains that angels cry when they see us in pain. Although Yitzchak
happily submitted himself to the Akeidah test, on some level he struggled with it. Overcoming its
challenge caused him discomfort, and for this the angels cried. Yitzchak took their tears as a
censure of sorts – an indication that he had not yet totally submitted himself to the will of his
Creator. Returning from the Akeidah, Yitzchak undertook took to totally cleanse himself of even
the slightest hint of self-interest, and as he aged he eventually attained a perfect level of
commitment to HaShem. If he were submitted to the Akeidah test again, he would have not been
troubled by it at all and would have subjugated himself to slaughter as easily as one makes
Kiddush over a cup of wine.
When a human reaches such a level of spirituality something curious transpires: Evil ceases to
exist. For even the most extreme evil comes to be perceived for what it really is: a challenge for
the tzaddik’s to overcome on his journey to ever higher degrees of connection with the Almighty.
In this context, the spiritual potential engendered by evil transforms evil into a stepping stone to
greater good, so its disconcerting veneer is stripped away and the Tzaddik perceives it as a
useful tool for achieving spiritual goals.
“Their tears fell upon Yitzchak’s eyes. As a result, his eyes became dim.” – Yitzchak saw the
tears of the angels and learned their lesson well. However, in his new world, a world in which evil
is perceived as a golden opportunity, Yitzchak’s vision “dimmed” and his capacity to discern evil
in others was affected. This is because the flaws that we see in others are ultimately our own
flaws. We are bothered by the conceit we see in others because, to a degree, we ourselves are
conceited. Were we truly humble, we would not relate to nor be bothered by other people’s
foolish attempts to attain honor or exhibit pride. As Yitzchak reached the highest levels of inner
perfection, he ceased to “see” evil in others and, instead, saw the spiritual gains that could be
achieved by overcoming that evil.
This was the manner in which Yitzchak came to view Eisav. Eisav’s struggles could and would –
thought Yitzchak – eventually become a source of great goodness and spiritual achievement. All
Eisav needed was a boost, a blessing that would give him the impetus to transform the perceived
bad into eternal good. It was in this context that Yitzchak sought to bless Eisav. Rivkah on the
other hand, owing to her prophetic insight, saw Eisav’s behavior for what it had become,
unmitigated evil that could not be rectified in the normal course of events. Yitzchak’s blessings
would be wasted on Eisav and would strengthen, not weaken, the evil that he had come to
personify. Those same blessings, however, could be put to good use by Yaakov and his
offspring, and so she engineered that they be conferred on him.
As we know, Yitzchak soon realized that her “vision” was better than his and fully legitimized
Yaakov’s blessings with the famous affirmation (27:33): “He (Yaakov), too, shall be blessed”, on
which Rashi (ad loc) comments: “he (now) concurred and blessed him intentionally”.
As we – the spiritual offspring of Yitzchak – try to come to grips with the rampant evil of the world
around us, let us try to view that evil for what it is meant to be: a message and opportunity from
HaShem to reexamine and strengthen our relationship with Him. To the degree that we
transform the evil that we encounter into a springboard for good, to that extent we can hope to
gain some clarity into the seeming senselessness of the evil so common in the world in which we
live. By so doing we will be following Yitzchak’s example of seeing every challenge as an
opportunity for spiritual gain and a chance to tap into the brachos he conferred upon Yaakov and
his heirs!
Rabbi Yisroel Goldbaum

Hillel Updates










Noon Dismissal on Thursday, Nov. 23 and Friday, Nov. 24 for all grades.
Friday Dismissal is at 1:15 pm for K-8th grades from now until Friday, March
9th. Preschool is always dismissed at 1 pm.
Parent/Teacher Conferences - Monday, Nov. 20th from 6 pm to 9 pm. All students will
be dismissed at 3:30 pm.
Shabbos Vayeitzei, November 24/25 - Boys Shabbaton on the Westside. Details to
follow.
Sunday, November 26th - Ladies and Girls Swim at Lakewood Links from 4:45 to 5:45
pm.
Thank you to Lazer and Shulamis Muller for sponsoring this week's Boys Breakfast,
l'iluy nishmas Elazar ben Avraham Binyamin.
Mazel tov to Yossi and Ahuva (Wasserman) Efrati on the birth of a daughter and to
grandparents Ahron Yisroel and Hadassah Wasserman and great-grandparents, Rabbi
Yitzchok and Reva Wasserman.
Thank you to Jay Moskowitz and Vivage for providing flu shots to the Hillel Academy
staff and faculty.
Are you talented with selling items online? The school has some Judaic art that we
would like to sell. Please contact the office if you want to take on this project. This will
qualify for Give or Get hours.

Community Events
Shabbos Tolodos – November 18 - Yeshiva Toras Chaim Shabbos of Chizuk Across
Denver, is coming to the East Side of Denver on the 18th of November, Shabbos Parshas
Toldos, and to the South East and West Sides of Denver on November 25th, Shabbos Parshas
Vayetzei. Join the Leil Shabbos Oneg and be inspired by Divrei Torah together with YTC Roshei
Yeshiva and Rebbeim. Details to follow. For more information, please call 303.629.8200 or email
ytcinfo@ytc.edu
Wednesday, Nov. 22 – help prepare Thanksgiving meals for police, fire and hospital workers
who will be working on Thanksgiving Day. Meal preparation at The Jewish Experience from 7:309:30 pm. Delivery begins at 2:30 on Thursday, Nov. 23, from the Jewish Experience. Contact
Rabbi Danny Wolfe at dwolfe@theje.com for more information or to volunteer
Tuesday, November 28 - Yeshiva Toras Chaim’s 51st Tribute Dinner at BMH-BJ Hall, 560
Monaco Pkwy, Denver. YTC will be paying tribute to its Legacy Building Partners, securing Torah
learning and education in Denver for the coming half-century. Honorees are Zvi & Shoshana
Gelt, The MB Glassman Foundation, Larry & Cindy Halpern, Michael & Barbara Katch, Burt &
Lee Levy, Ronald & Sandy Schiff, Ari Yeruchem (Andy) Siegel obm, and Morey & Joni Troy. The
keynote speaker will be Howard Tzvi Friedman of Baltimore, MD. Cocktails at 5:30 pm, Buffet
Dinner at 6:00 pm and Program at 7:00 pm followed by dessert.
To place an ad or dinner reservation, or for more information, please visit www.ytcdenver.org,
email ytcinfo@ytc.edu or call 303-629-8200. The deadline to submit ads for the Tribute Journal is
Tuesday, November 21st.

